Dear friends and family!






December 2003






It was a good year for us here in San Diego.

Once we obtained the Green Card last October, Sonja plunged straight into the job hunt: After updating my professional skills, getting a trendy short haircut and buying a few new suits, I began hunting in earnest in the administrative sector. … Sometimes, the Universe has its own plans for you, and while waiting for answers to applications, several doors flung wide upon and big flashing arrows of providence pointed all in one direction - since June I have been applying all my training in and passion for bodywork in a chiropractors’ office! Complementing the work of the chiropractor, I work on the clients with various bodywork modalities and am able to bring relief to many people. I love it!  The administrative skills have been put to use as I preside over the Trager organization (type of Massage) for the Southern California, Nevada and Hawaii region.  We are busy volunteering with breast cancer patients and planning a national meeting in Hawaii. I have also begun training as a  Craniosacral Therapist. So all is well! 

Alya is now a 6 ½ year old “teenager”, and is doing well in her art-oriented school program at the Vista Academy for Performing Arts. She is in first grade, and is beginning to read and write both in English and Spanish. She is also is mastering addition and subtraction.

This year, she discovered the power of her feminine charms, and pulled on land her first boyfriend, a charming 8-year old boy named Addison, to the great surprise of her totally unprepared parents (mmmh… Mother was not prepared…).

Indya decided that she wanted curls in her 4th year, and metamorphosed from a straight-haired child (Maltese Bichon) to a curly-haired one (Poodle) over a period of 3 months. She has now been mistaken more than once for her sister Alya.  She is still the little charmer she has always been, and is doing fine. She also took upon her to seduce her sister’s boyfriend, so they happily go all three together hand in hand, leaping through the grass like 3 springbucks. 

Gerald grew one year older, but does not seem to grow up much. He still plays video games on his computer and has a hard time repairing things in the house. His car had had so many problems that we decided to get a new one. Grandma jumped on the occasion and offered a new family car. We found a nice red family van that Sonja has great trouble keeping clean (since the girls work hard to spill drinks and drop food in it!). He is now singing in the choir of a nearby Fellowship we belong to.

Maurice (the Bunny, a.k.a. El Rabbit):

Maurice, our lop-eared bunny, is fully-grown and not getting any slimmer around the waistline. He remains the perfect pet, to Sonja’s great joy – he is quiet, pees in a box, is trainable, loves his mistress, and never smells bad (just like her husband!).

A Year Goes By

During the year, we were blessed with the visit of friends and Grandparents, who incidentally watched the children while Sonja and Gerald took 2 “lover” vacations (no kids, no problem!).

In February, we flew out to Sonja’s favorite place in the world – Santa Fe, New Mexico, USA. To her great delight, it was still as charming and magical as 12 years ago, when she lived there. We decided not to move there right away though, since there are still things left to do in San Diego. 

In March, we finally saw whales. We had been trying for
four years, going on cruises and from the shore with no success. This year, we got lucky. We took a boat and followed two groups of whales as they migrated South.

In June, we went for the week-end in a small town to the south of Tijuana, Mexico. There, Alya had her hair braided, which gave her a new look for a week or so. Once removed, Sonja had to take her for a hair cut.

In July, Oma and Opa came to visit us as part of their trip to Hawaii. They stayed for a week and took the children to the Wild Animal Park.

In July, we had the visit of the Bolomet family. The three girls were thrilled to be together and they played a lot (so did the dads!).

Alya and Indya were very sad when Pascal and his family decided to continue their trip.

Grandma came in August to spend some time with her grand children. Gerald was thrilled to receive the visit of his old buddy Christian (aka. El KK) with whom he drove to Las Vegas (Nevada).

For two nights, we played cards, danced, drunk and ate (hips!). It was great to share time again with him, listen to old songs and discover what had happen to Las Vegas in the last two years. 

October has been a very busy season. First, we took a trip to the beautiful Western United States – we traveled through 
Sedona (Arizona), Grand Canyon (Arizona) and hiked Zion National Park (Utah). On the way back home, we stopped over in Las Vegas (Nevada) for some top-of-the-line fun. 

Driving back home from Las Vegas we passed a fire near Los Angeles, not realizing that the fires would soon be all around our house. You have surely heard about them in the news. Two days after we returned, San Diego County was taken by the flames, strengthened by many years of drought and winds of up to 100 km/h.

The following week was very scary for all San Diegans – the air was so thick with smoke that we could not leave the house for 3 days. All schools and many businesses were closed for the entire week. Our suitcases were packed for a speedy evacuation, and we kept watch on the TV as over 3000 houses burned in areas where we used to go walk and eat apple pie.
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We wish you, dear friends, a very happy holiday season! 

Love
Sonja, Gérald, Alya and Indya
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